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Living Well as Creatures in a Crowded World: An Advent Meditation

If there is one truth we must all come to grips
with sooner or later, it is that we are creatures.
We are created beings never to be confused with
being the Creator.
implies, one is that we are limited. That there are
ceilings to our capacities. And while it is true
that we more often than not underestimate the
high ceiling of our human capacity, seeing that
we are, after all, made in the image of God, we
still must affirm at the end of the day that we are
NOT Godéad reminder,
reflection, should flood us with great relief!

Being creatures with limitations means we are
susceptible to the problem of crowds. There is no
denying that we live in a crowded world. Facing
the world with a finite supply of capacity and
energy, crowds of all kinds are constantly
threatening to invade and overwhelm our limited
creaturely space. All of us are bombarded by
noise, images, tasks, demands, interruptions,
entertainments, duties, temptations, distractions.
The onslaught is nearly constant and the pace of
life, if left unchecked, can resemble a brakeless
car careening downhill with increasing speed.

Living well in a crowded world as creatures
requires three things. First, an awareness of our
creaturehood helps us remember that we are
Godds helpers and not
with God as their helper have subtly inverted
things, having grown to see themselves as
primary actors with God in the assistant role, and
as such they are constantly picking up and
carrying weight that was meant to be borne by
God alone. This kind of weight inevitably crushes
creatures.
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Second, an awareness of the crowdedness of the

world helps us prioritize where we look and where
we stand. | remember the terror | once
experienced as a small child in a grocery store of
looking up at the person whose hand | was
holding, only to realize to my great dismay that it

wasnot my mot her!
separated from her and had inadvertently
reached out to grab a

can be disorienting and tend to push things

Wapart. Intentionally fixing our eyes on Jesus and

intentionally taking up position next to Him are
critical disciplines for life in the crowded lane.

Third, creatures in the crowded plaza are
surrounded by other creatures, none of whom
deserve our allegiance or adoration as much as
the Creator Who stands in the middle of it all. It
is easy to either worship or despise the wild and
wonderful creatures with whom we inhabit these
crowded spaces, but at the end of the day, all of
us are the same, created by God, loved by God, in
need of Godods
us able to take on anything God has reserved for
Himself to carry.

This is why God the Creator came into the world
as a creature: to set us free from the old illusion
that we as creatures could ever be God. The

v i c e crowded inn in Bethlehem became the stage for

st

forgiveness

the Creator -turned -creature named Jesus to

begin to unravel the old curse that had come
about long ago when humans had forgotten who
they were. And still today, through the
crowdedness of modern life, Jesus continues to
reach out and invite us to come close, to be silent
-night still, and to know that He is God.

Pastor Jeff
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Making Room

Advent Worship 2019
No Roorr Making Room Where There is No Room

MESSAGE FOCUS

The paralytic and his friends dig through the roof to
Candle: get to Jesus because of the crowded room. Once there,

LOVE the paralytic finds first forgiveness and then healing,
doubly touched by the love of Jesus

December 1 Mark 2:1 -12

Zacchaeus, being short and blocked by the crowd,
Candle: climbs a tree as a way to get in the sightline of Jesus,
December 8 Luke 19:1 -10 : where Jesus invites him into relationship and proceeds
PEACE ; : : )
to reorder his entire world from a life of false prosperity
to a true shalom.

A woman who must have been near the borderlands of

despair having spent her life savings on a 12 -year pursuit
Candle: of a medical healing presses through the crowd and
December 15 Luke 8:40 -48 ’ touches the hem of Jesusd ga
HOPE L . .
believing nevertheless. The audacity of hope drives us
toward the true answer which will never let us
encounter it anonymously.
The rich young ruler comes so close to freedom, but the
. Candle: crowds of riches and wealth grab his ankles and yank
Deesmser 22 WEILSBELY 22 JOY him away from what His soul most desired if he could
only have heard it clearly.
Jesus is born in a humble manger because there was
Christmas Eve Luke 2:7 Candle: no room for his family in the inn. The crowded inn, an
The apt symbol for a resistant, disinterested, distracted,
December 24 Romans 8:31 - - .
@ 5:00 pm 39 CHRIST busy, self -sufficient world, did no'g deter Jesys fro_m
’ Candle coming anyway, to a people that did not receive Him

(John 1:11) and would one day kill Him.

After Advent: Winter Worship 2020
The Acts Triangle

Watching the UP, IN, and OUT Triangle come to life in the stories of the early church as recorded in the
book of Acts. January 5th through February 23.
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