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Summer 2017  

Front Page Article                                                            Pastor James  

Dear Highland Family,  

 
òI thank my God every time I think of you.ó (Phil. 1:3)  

 

The last few weeks have been full of sadness and 

grief. While certainly not fun, it is the good grief that 

comes when you are leaving behind something you 

love. And the truth is, I, along with Emily, Mary, 
Luke, and Teddy, love Highland. The church 

welcomed us so warmly when we arrived in January 

2008, and we have felt that warmth ever since. 

While we are confident that God has called us to a 

new endeavor, it is an understatement to say that it 
is hard to leave. Doing the hard work of grief is 

made easier by mixing in copious amounts of 

gratitude, so here are just a few of the things for 

which I am grateful:  

 

¶ The graciousness and patience of the Highland 

Search Committee.  

¶ The initial invitation extended by the church to 

be your Senior Pastor.  

¶ The incredible welcome we received when we 

arrived.  

¶ The way this church cared for us through the 

births of two children and my two surgeries.  

¶ The way this church nurtured and discipled my 

children.  

¶ The way this church made serving its 

community a reality.  

¶ Connecting with the children, parents, and 

wonderful staff of our school.  

¶ Serving alongside such capable lay leaders.  

¶ Grace that was offered when I made mistakes.  

¶ Laughing a lot.  

¶ Winter retreats, especially the talent/no talent 

shows.  

¶ Teaching confirmation to inquisitive, loving, and 

gifted middle school students.  

¶ Becoming speechless from the responses to 

questions during childrenõs moments. 

¶ Watching the church embrace and include 

people with disabilities.  

¶ Sharing in births, baptisms, dedications, 

confirmations, weddings, and funerals.  

¶ Preaching to a congregation eager to hear Godõs 

Word.  

¶ Watching people take new steps of faith.  

¶ The blessing of having a capable and committed 

staff.  

¶ Each one of you ð you are all dear to me and I 

am thankful for the ways in which you let me be 

a part of your lives.  

¶ Ten years of fruitful ministry with a congregation 

I love.  

¶ Your blessing as we leave to follow Godõs call. 

¶ The support of my family, especially Emily, who 

has been a true partner in ministry, a wise 

counselor, an example of grace, and the best 

companion on the journey I could ever have 

hoped for.  

 
This list is very partial ð I am adding to it daily as I 

reflect on what a gift Highland has been to me and 

my family. I hope you will join me and take some 

time to name all the ways you are grateful. During 

this time of good grief, itõs a great way to remember 
our great God.  

 

Grace and Peace,   

Pastor James    

Highland Covenant  
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Celebration and Blessing of Amadon Family  

Saturday, June 17, 5:00 pm and Sunday, June 18, 9:30 am  

See page 19 for further information.  
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DATE  TEXT  MESSAGE FOCUS  

June 25  Genesis 18:1 -8 Abraham and Sarahõs guests 

July 2  Exodus 1:15 -21  Shiphrah and Puahõs courage  

July 9  2 Samuel 9:1 -13  David shows kindness.  

July 16  2 Kings 6:8 -23  The feast that brought peace  

July 23  Matthew 9:35 -38  Jesusõ compassion 

July 30  Mark 10:17 -27  The one thing  

August 6  Luke 7:11 -17  Compassion that heals  

August 13  John 5:1 -9 Jesus heals on the Sabbath  

August 20  
Deuteronomy 10:12 -

22  
You were immigrants.  

COMPASSION:  

Learning to Love Like God  

August 27  Worship in the Park at Newport High School  

THE MISSION CONTINUES:  

From Acts to Us  

DATE  TEXT  MESSAGE FOCUS   

June 4  Acts 12:25 -13:3  
Intentional mission focus and openness defines the 

Antioch community. 
òAnd Theyõre Offó 

June 11  YOUTH SUNDAY  

June 18  Last Sunday with Pastor James and family  
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Ash Wednesday Experience  

Park Play Dates July 7 & 28 10 -1 Bring a picnic 

lunch and come play at the park! More details to 

come soon!  

Park Play Dates  

Wednesday, August 16th,10am  

Lincoln Square Cinemas  

The Secret Life of Pets   
$1 admission!  

Meet us at the mall to watch a movie!  

Childrenõs Worship Summer Theme 

The adults and kids in Childrenõs Worship will be 

following the same schedule as all look at the 

theme,  "Compassion: Learning to Love Like God." 
Pick up your family guide to follow along with our 

sermons and stories. Each week includes ideas for 

prayer or family activities that will help us under-

stand what it means to live compassionate lives and 

to love like God loves.  

On Ash Wednesday, children, youth, parents and 

adults of all ages met in the gym for an interactive 

experience based on the Stations of the Cross. At 
each station, they reflected on a particular aspect of 

Jesus' journey to the cross as a way to start prepar-

ing our hearts, souls and mind for the season of 

Lent. Reflections focused 

on God's great love for 

us, ways we are called to 
be helpers, how seeds 

remind us that God is at 

work in the darkness, 

and how to walk in the 

footsteps of Jesus. After-
ward, everyone enjoyed a 

simple meal together. It 

was a beautiful and 

meaningful way to enter 

into our Ash Wednesday 

service as the family of 
God.   

Morning at the Movies  


