
Dear Highland Family: 
 
In the book of Acts the Jews of Berea were described as “noble” precisely because “they 
examined the Scriptures daily to see if the ideas being presented to them were so” (Acts 
17:11).  Paul tells us in Romans 12:2 that “we are not to be conformed to the world but 
we are to be transformed by the renewing of our minds, that by testing we may discern 
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”  At the heart of robust 
discipleship is fair-minded examination and wise discernment. 
 
We affirm that our Highland community has a true Berean spirit!  We see a thoughtful, 
curious, caring community of disciples who truly desire to honor Jesus in the way that we 
read the Bible and the way that we treat our neighbor.  Furthermore, in recent months 
the Holy Spirit has been calling us in particular to prioritize Jesus’ new command to love 
one another in the same way that He loved His disciples. 
 
With that in mind we as a leadership team feel that the time is right to take an important 
step of obedience by continuing the conversation on human sexuality that began early in 
2019.  While that conversation focused particularly on transgender issues in response to 
the Bales’ journey, we feel it is appropriate to expand our conversation to include 
homosexuality, as our own denomination and many others are wrestling with how 
Christians are to live and serve together as the greater cultural, scientific and even 
theological understanding of sexual and gender issues evolves.   
 
As the Highland faith community we want to understand how to think about human 
sexuality from a Biblically-shaped worldview; we want to actually hear and learn from 
Christians who are gay (and not make unfounded assumptions based on speculation); 
we want to develop a gracious and bold posture that imitates Jesus and the way He 
treated people; we want to integrate grace and truth in all the  right ways so that we can 
be a faithful, winsome, loving, missional church in Bellevue and beyond. 
 
To this end the Administrative Committee has developed a plan for a Book & 
Conversation Class on Human Sexuality that aims to foster an environment of deep 
mutual respect as we listen and learn from two gay Christian authors sharing their life 
stories, and as we listen and learn from each other in our responses and reflections on 
the readings.  Our Book & Conversation Class  features two books to be read in 
sequence with a Sunday School Class forum following the complete reading of each 
book. 
 



The first book is Torn by Justin Lee;   an autobiographical account of Justin’s journey of 
reconciling his deep Christian faith and his recognition of being gay.  Justin’s story 
challenges stereotypes of what “causes” gayness and presents a vulnerable human story 
which invites our compassion and empathy.  Justin shares his story of wrestling with the 
Scripture passages concerning homosexuality. At the end of the book he comes to the 
conclusion that there is the possibility of two same-sex people entering into a covenant 
relationship in such a way that would honor God and the Scriptures, even while 
conceding with respect those who would disagree with his conclusion.  Copies of Torn 
will be available at church beginning this Sunday (1/12). We will discuss Torn in Sunday 
School on Feb 9, 16, and 23 co-facilitated by Jeff Reed and Rod Wishart. The discussion 
format will expect the participants to have read the entire book before February 9. 
 
On February 23 we will make available our second book, Washed and Waiting by 
Wesley Hill.  Like Justin, Wesley is a devout Christian who comes to the conclusion that 
he is gay and his book vulnerably chronicles this journey.  Unlike Justin, however, 
Wesley’s  study of Scripture leads him to conclude that faithful discipleship requires him 
to remain celibate.  In light of this costly obedience, Wesley explores dimensions of 
friendship and community that the church can help encourage and provide for gay 
celibate Christians. We will discuss Washed and Waiting on March 15, 22, and 29, 
again co-facilitated by Jeff Reed and Rod Wishart. 
 
That’s the plan.  Two books with two different views inviting us to examine and test and 
discern the multi-layered issues surrounding this complex topic. We are providing the 
books free of charge to all Highlanders who choose to commit to this Book & 
Conversation Class by intending to read both books and attend the Sunday School 
Class discussions in February and March.  We think it best to limit class attendance to 
those who commit to reading both books and discussion participation to those who have 
completed the reading of the book being discussed. 
 
Admittedly there is a little apprehension in embarking on this study and conversation 
project because we know that the Highland community represents diverse views 
concerning human sexuality and what the Bible has to say about it. It is critical that we 
make it clear that the primary purpose of this Book & Conversation Class is not to 
convince everyone of one particular view or to change anyone’s mind, but rather it is to 
explore different views while fostering a genuine environment of love, trust, and respect 
in which we can feel free to both have and express our conscience-led convictions 
without fear of being judged or dismissed by others. In so doing we will practice what it 
is to be a community of Christ, living and working together in faith, even while 
recognizing that we do not agree about everything. Our family is strong by our 



relationships with each other and our shared need for Christ, not by our unanimity on 
various disputable matters. 
 
At the end of the day the great test that we face, according to 1 Corinthians 13, is not 
whether we get all the answers right, but whether or not we love one another.  Paul says 
that the one who has all knowledge and faith and prophetic powers, and has not love, 
ends up having nothing.  This is not to say there are not right answers or hard truths. 
But how those truths are come by, held, and communicated must never violate the way 
of love.  As class facilitators we will strive to model and insist on the way of love.  We 
will value critical thinking and honest exchange in a spirit ruled by thinking more highly of 
the other, by assuming the other’s good intentions,  and by holding our convictions 
graciously and humbly. 
 
For the sake of the world that God loves we take this next step and we invite you to 
come along.  In anticipation of good things, 
 
Jeff and Rod 


