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“Absence Encounter”
Psalm 139�1-12

Even the Darkness
All this talk about encounter may leave some of us feeling left out
The common experience of spiritual desolation
The story of Mother Teresa’s 50 year darkness

The Testimony of Psalm 139
What the psalmist affirms about God’s perspective
The perspective of the psalmist: unattainable (6), darkness (11), sleep (18), enemies (19)
The reality of God’s omnipresence and presence in the dark

The Tension of Psalm 22
My God, My God Why have You forsaken Me? in verse 22
He has not hidden His face from the afflicted one but has heard him: verse 24
Distinguishing our experience from reality

Absence as a Kind of Encounter
The one Biblical promise that is always applicable: Matt 28�20; John 14�18; Hebrews 13�5
The experience of absence as a kind of presence
We can think of it as seeing the “back of God” (see Exodus 33�18-23)
Seeing the departure, or having one’s back turned toward you
An Emmaus Encounter (God in disguise) taken to its full length
Longing as a sign of God’s presence in the absence (as thirst indicates water’s existence)

Understanding the Darkness
Sanctification
St. John of the Cross” “Dark Night”: purgation and preparation
Whetting hope, strengthening faith, increasing love
Solidarity with Jesus’ sufferings: Philippians 3�10
Completing the sufferings of Jesus for the sake of the church: Colossians 1�24
Mother Teresa’s integration



For it will come to pass that God will lead the soul by a most lofty path

of dark contemplation and aridity, wherein it seems to be lost, and,

being thus full of darkness and trials, constraints and temptations, will

meet one who will speak to it like Job’s comforters, and say that it is

suffering from melancholy, or low spirits, or a morbid disposition, or

that it may have some hidden sin, and that it is for this reason that

God has forsaken it. Such comforters are wont to declare immediately

that that soul must have been very evil, since such things as these are

befalling it. (St. John of the Cross, Ascent of Mount Carmel, Prologue)

He says, then, thus: ‘In the desert land, waterless, dry and pathless, I

appeared before Thee, that I might see Thy virtue and Thy glory.’ [Ps

63:1-2] It is a wondrous thing that David should say here that the

means and the preparation for his knowledge of the glory of God were

not the spiritual delights and the many pleasures which he had

experienced, but the aridities and detachments of his sensual nature,

which is here to be understood by the dry and desert land. (St. John of

the Cross, Dark Night of the Soul, Bk. I, ch. 12)

In nothing canst thou discern My presence so well as in this, namely,

when I hide and withdraw Myself from the soul, as not till then art

thou capable of perceiving who I am or what thou art.… All the time

that love is with love, love does not know how dear love is; but when

love separates from love, then only does love feel how dear love was.

(Bl. Henry Suso, A Little Book of Eternal Wisdom, Pt. I, ch. 9)


